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receive me/l The royal officials came to the
illustrious prisoner, and he solemnly declared that
the testimony against him was false, and tha/t
he was and always had been loyal to the King
and to his Governor. No one really doubted it.
But Pedrarias ordered the Alcalde Mayor, the
Licentiate Espinosa, to condemn Vasco Nunez
and three of his friends to death. Espinosa
refused and protested, unless Pedrarias gave the
order himself in writing. This was done. Espinosa
then declared that the great services of Vasco
Nunez should be considered and that there was
the right of appeal. This was refused, and the
four prisoners were brought out for execution.
Most unluckily the good Bishop Quevedo was not
at Acla. When the executioner cried out * This
is the justice of the King and of our Lord Pedrarias
on a traitor and usurper/ Vasco Nunez exclaimed
in a loud voice ' It is a lie. It is false. I declare
this to God before whom I go, and I would that

1 Pizarro has only been seen as yet as an incompetent leader
of the Ojeda remnant, as a monster of cruelty under Morales, and
as a base traitor to Ms benefactor and friend. He afterwards proved
his capacity and indomitable resolution in the discovery and
conquest of Peru, but still with the taint of cruelty and treachery
upon him. In his last years, he certainly rose to the occasion, and
with great power and responsibilities he became another man;
but never such as Vasco Nunez de Balboa.